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Our events are amazing!
     The Boswyk has hosted many exciting and entertaining
events over this past year. Recently, The Valentine's
Dance was just such one of these! The light lunch was
delicious, the decorations lovely in pinks and reds, and
"Wylie and the Other Guy" provided their singular witty
songs and music.
     We have a fun, talented crew that arrange and manage
these events, and their names are worthy of mention,
along with congratulations and a thank-you message:
Sonja Archer, event coordinator; Jane Boyd, desserts
and cookies; Peg Adley and her Arts & Crafts Team for the
florals and quirky gnomes; "Over the Top Catering" for an
excellent light lunch...
     This event was another example of the value of our
dedicated volunteers! There are 40 in total including the
9 members of the Board of Directors. Our association
would not exist without these special folks...if you have a
few hours a week to spare, please consider completing a
volunteer form, and we will welcome you with open arms!

     Despite a miserably cold and wet winter, SPRING will
begin very soon, so watch for those little green shoots
and buds, the return of the migratory birds, and rejoice in
the continuing positive signs of warmer days ahead.
Those of us with bird feeders need to ensure we can help
the little feathered creatures, butterflies, and insects
that rely on our gardens to survive. Even a balcony can
have a feeder (if allowed) and a water source plus a
planter or two with brightly coloured flowers! Enjoy the
sun, walk briskly, feel the rays on your head as you
absorb some Vitamin D....and flourish!
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B I N G O .... as good as chocolate?
     Astrid has led BINGO for at least a century. She obviously loves to call the numbers,
even turning up when she was ill! You can recognize her in her bright, sparkly outfits,
usually holding a microphone. Her following is huge, and sometimes the prizes are not
bad either. This is one of our best-attended activities. BINGO is currently scheduled for
Mondays and Wednesdays, 11 am til 3 pm in the Community Hall. Newbies always
welcome!
It is amazing how many cards some of these folks can track...

     I am fortunate in that I have an inspiring group of Director's with whom I work.
They quietly perform assigned tasks/actions, attend extra meetings, provide
timely and pertinent feedback, and do it with a smile (most of the time!) This
intelligent bunch are making my position much easier that I expected, so I
publicly thank them for their endurance as we continue to move the Association
forward. THANKS everyone!
                                                                                                            Iris Todd-Lewis, President

The OAPO Lounge
R e m e m b e r  t o  s t o p  b y  t h e  L o u n g e  t h a t  O A P O  s o  g e n e r o u s l y  d o n a t e d  t o

T h e  B o s w y k  C e n t r e .  A s  w e l l  a s  m a n y  f i c t i o n  a n d  n o n - f i c t i o n  b o o k s ,

t h e r e  a r e  j i g s a w  p u z z l e s  a n d  b o a r d  g a m e s  y o u  c a n  u s e  i n  t h e  l o u n g e ,

b o r r o w  o r  t a k e  h o m e !  T h i s  q u i e t  s p a c e  i s  p r o v i n g  t o  b e  a  h a v e n  f r e e

f r o m  s t r e s s ,  a n d  q u i e t l y  c a r e d  f o r  b y  C a r o l  a n d  C h r i s .



P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

     S a i n t  P a t r i c k  w a s  a  5 t h - c e n t u r y  R o m a n o - B r i t i s h  C h r i s t i a n

m i s s i o n a r y  a n d  B i s h o p  i n  I r e l a n d .  M u c h  o f  w h a t  i s  k n o w n  a b o u t  S a i n t

P a t r i c k  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  a l l e g e d l y  w r i t t e n  b y

P a t r i c k  h i m s e l f .  I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  b o r n  i n  R o m a n  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e

f o u r t h  c e n t u r y ,  i n t o  a  w e a l t h y  R o m a n o - B r i t i s h  f a m i l y .  H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  a

d e a c o n ,  a n d  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  w a s  a  p r i e s t  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c h u r c h .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  s i x t e e n ,  h e  w a s  k i d n a p p e d  b y

I r i s h  r a i d e r s  a n d  t a k e n  a s  a  s l a v e  t o  G a e l i c  I r e l a n d . [ 1 8 ]  I t  s a y s  t h a t  h e

s p e n t  s i x  y e a r s  t h e r e  w o r k i n g  a s  a  s h e p h e r d  a n d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  h e

f o u n d  G o d .  T h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  s a y s  t h a t  G o d  t o l d  P a t r i c k  t o  f l e e  t o  t h e

c o a s t ,  w h e r e  a  s h i p  w o u l d  b e  w a i t i n g  t o  t a k e  h i m  h o m e .  A f t e r  m a k i n g  h i s

w a y  h o m e ,  P a t r i c k  w e n t  o n  t o  b e c o m e  a  p r i e s t .

     A c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  P a t r i c k  r e t u r n e d  t o  I r e l a n d  t o  c o n v e r t  t h e

p a g a n  I r i s h  t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  T h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  s a y s  t h a t  h e  s p e n t  m a n y

y e a r s  e v a n g e l i s i n g  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  o f  I r e l a n d  a n d  c o n v e r t e d

t h o u s a n d s .  P a t r i c k ' s  e f f o r t s  w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  t u r n e d  i n t o  a n  a l l e g o r y  i n

w h i c h  h e  d r o v e  " s n a k e s "  o u t  o f  I r e l a n d ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  s n a k e s  w e r e  n o t

k n o w n  t o  i n h a b i t  t h e  r e g i o n .

     T r a d i t i o n  h o l d s  t h a t  h e  d i e d  o n  1 7  M a r c h  a n d  w a s  b u r i e d  a t

D o w n p a t r i c k .  O v e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r i e s ,  m a n y  l e g e n d s  g r e w  u p  a r o u n d

P a t r i c k  a n d  h e  b e c a m e  I r e l a n d ' s  f o r e m o s t  s a i n t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  l e g e n d ,

S a i n t  P a t r i c k  u s e d  t h e  t h r e e - l e a v e d  s h a m r o c k  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  H o l y  T r i n i t y

t o  I r i s h  p a g a n s .
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Saint Patrick....
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Dates to Remember
M a r c h  2 :      G e n e r a l  m e m b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y
H a l l ,  1 0  t o  1 1 : 3 0  a m .  S p e a k e r  T B A .
              N o t e :  t h i s  e v e n t  m a y  b e  d e l a y e d  t o  a  l a t e r  d a t e .

M a r c h  1 7 :     S t  P a t r i c k ' s  D a n c e  w i t h  " S w e e t w a t e r "  o f f e r i n g  t h e
m u s i c .  T i c k e t s  i n c l u d e  l u n c h  a t  $ 7 . 0 0  a n d  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m
M a r c h  1 .

A p r i l     :        P r e s e n t a t i o n  r e  R o a d  S a f e t y .  W a t c h  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o  

M a y  6 :         C e l e b r a t i o n  o f  L i f e  f o r  J e n n y  S t e v e n s  w h o  d i e d  i n
2 0 2 2 .  T h e  c e r e m o n y  t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  F r a s e r  R i v e r  H e r i t a g e  P a r k
f r o m  1 - 3 p m .  J e n n y  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  T h e  B o s w y k  C e n t r e  a n d  w a s  a
s u p p o r t e r .

You are not past your "sell by" date.
Think about it. . . you can now fill your life
with the things you want to do rather than
those you used to have to do!


